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GOVERNORS OF THE FOUNDLING HOSPITAL. 


NE very laudable conduct of the late Dr. Mad, about the year 1732, 
m] bis unwearied efforts to preſerve the lives of the helpleſs infant-poor, 
has raiſed a monument of fair fame beyond the reach of Envy to undermine, 
and beyond the power of Time to deſtroy. f 


* - 2 


£ 


- . ImmzRSED in the duties of a liberal, yet laborious profeſſion, he employed 
thoſe hours, which in general are deemed neceſſary to relaxation, in procuring 
from the different pariſhes in the metropolis indubitable proof of the deſtruc- 
tion of infants in pariſh-workhouſes. To deſcribe the haſty ſtrides which death * 
made in theſe dark, unhealthy, and dreary manſions, falls not within the limits | 


LF: - | 


8 e — 
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| Hr, thrice happy, is the lot of the infant-poor, i in conſequence of the re- 
folutions adopted by the legiſlature, and the act of parliament founded thereon, 
of the ſeventh year of his preſent Majeſty, with reſpect to pariſh-poot, and by 
the Governors of the Foundling Hoſpital, at an earlier period, reſpecting the 
children under their protection; whereby infants, inſtead of breathing noxious 
air and inhaling diſeaſe, which in nine inſtances out of ten proved fatal to their 
tender lungs, now breathe in a pure air, and are nurſed in the country until the 
age of five or ſix years; the ſalutary effects whereof have been the preſervation 
of many thouſand lives. 

Tux great philanthropy of Dr. Mr ap was not confined to the regulation of. 

parifh-workhouſes, and to the reform of e which many 8 "5p 
loudly called for and demanded a radical e ee - 


Aso the year 1508. ſome merchants of London Alciste themſelves to- 
gether for the benevolent pape of opening a ſubſcription, and erecting an 
houſe for the reception of ſuch infants as the misfortunes, or inhumanity, of f 
their parents, ſnould leave deſtitute of ſupport. This aſſociation took it's riſe 
from the groſs and unpardonable neglect of the officers, whom the laws, inde- 
pendent of common humanity, had charged with the care of the poor, in per- | 
mitting ſome infants to periſh with hunger and cold in the ſtreets, without any 
attempt on their part to relieve, or ſave them from deſtruction. How then 
ſhall we reconcile it to the feelings of humanity, that ſo little progreſs ſnould 
have been made in 2 work of this nature during almoſt half a century? But 
the chilling hand of cold and inhuman neglect, which in 1508 had deſtined 


Jome infants to periſh in the ſtreets, not only in the year 1738 was felt, ſeverely 
felt, 


« 5 ) 
felt) in the ſtreets and FOIA but alſo worked ſecretly, and ſacrificed heck- 
tombs af infants annually at the ſhrine of Inhumanity, by per ading the pariſh 
workhouſes in and about London. | 


Tur great Eſculapius of that æra wanted not it abundant proof of the gro w- 
ing evil—he wanted not a feeling heart, nor ſtrong mental powers, to methodize | 


his plan; but he ſtood in need, like STERNE's. true Son of Humanity, of a faith- 


fol coadjutor to aſſiſt him in the execution of it: at length, he had the happineſs | 


of finding one in Captain THOMAS Coram. This gentleman was formerly a 
commander of a veſſel in the merchants ſervice in America; and, although he 
was inured. to a boiſterous element, he poſſeſſed the true milk of human- 
kindneſs. The recommendatory letters of Dr. Mzap 2 this active ſea- 
officer admiſſion i into the manſions of the great. i 


b 3 


wh his SENT IPOT0 Addreſs he arreſts the attention of Aparay itſelf! “ I have 
« been a witneſs,” ſays this veteran, © to the ſhocking ſpectacle of innocent 
. © children, who have been murdered and thrown upon dunghills.” 


SCENES of leſs homer would have been amply n to awaken pity in the 
human breaſt. The firſt humble deſign was that of erecting huts in Lamb's- 
Conduit Fields, for the reception and nouriſnment of deſerted infants; but, on 
his well timed application to ſome Ladies of high diſtinction, he gloried in 
having found encouragement beyond his ſanguine expectations, in gaining 


patroneſſes, whoſe names would do honour to the laudable Inſtitution, and 


whoſe public declarations ia it's favour did not fail to procure the foſtering hand 
8 3 ; | | 15m of 
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6 60 
of Mis itſelf, to Aae the fair patroneſſes and promoters of a Foundling 
Hoſpital to raiſe the eee ſolid baſis of a * charter. 


Taz ſtile of the declaration which laid the 5 2g of the Inſtitution, and 
tte names of the di gnified * deſerve to be recorded, and tranſmitted 
to the lateſt 9 | | 


4 WHERE AS, among the Inſtitutions of Charity which this nation, 
. and eſpecially the City of London, has hitherto eſtabliſhed, no expedient 
& has yet been found out for preventing the frequent murders of poor infants | 
Lat their birth; or for ſuppreſſing the inhuman cuſtom of expoſing new-born - 
3 : infants to periſh 1 in the ſtreets 2 : for a beginning to redreſs ſo deplorable a 

« grievance, we whoſe names are underwritten, being deeply touched with 
* compaſſion for the ſufferings and lamentable condition of ſuch poor, 
abandoned, and helpleſs infants; and in order to ſupply the Government with | 
cc uſeful hands, and for the better producing of good and faithful ſervants from 
« amongſt the poor; are deſirous to encourage, and willing to contribute 
towards erecting an Hoſpital for Infants, whom their parents are not able to 
« maintain; which, we conceive, will not only prevent many horrid murders, 
| * erelties, and other miſchiefs, and be greatly beneficial to the public; bur 
ce will alſo be acceptable to God Almighty, as being the only remedy of ch 
te great evils, which have been ſo long neglected, though always complained 
« of; Provided a Royal Charter be granted by the King, to ſuch perſons as 
< ſhall be willing to become benefactors for the erecting and endowing ſuch 
* an Hoſpital, and managing the affairs thereof gratis ; "Wn ſuch regulations 


« as 


% 


(7 0 


te as his Majeſty in his great wiſdan ſhall udge moſt proper for «cling the 
ce deſired effect of our good i intentions. wy 


. 


care SOMERSET. J. MANCHESTER. F. LIrcHTriET 5. 
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8. Rickniowy. * Wy, Hinrrond, e eee 


„H. eek bs e l Nane dr eG 
Ann BOI To.omx. PF. Wa. and NorTIxvCHAM. A. Txrvor. 


. A S. HUNTINGDON. A. ToxRIxGTON. 


A. BED ron. FE. Canpican, | E:. Ousxow. 


M. CavzNpIsH PORTLAND. , Dororay BURLINGTON. A. King, | 


Tus nature of the Petition alone was ſufficient to plead for, and inſure 
ſucceſs—Petitioners like theſe not only gained che Charter, but alſo diffuſed 
a ſpirit of emulation among the Nobility and Gentry of Great Bfitain, which 


raiſed the ee in a few years to an amazing ſum. 


Tor — bears date the 1710 of DOftober 17 39. In the following year, an 


| at of parliament was * 5 to confirm and enlarge the powers granted by the 
Charter, and to enable the Governors to purchaſe lands to a limited extent; but 
the Legiſlature lefr the power to grant leaſes of the Hoſpital Lands to be 
interpreted by the following wiſe and cautionary clauſe i in the Charter: cc We 


will, moreover, that there ſhall bein every year four ſtated Gener al Meetings 


ce of the Governors and Guardians of the ſaid Corporation, to be held on the 


« firſt Wedneſdays after Lady-day, Midſummer, Michaelmas, and Chriſtmas Day 


ys reſpeCtively; at which ee and no other, the ſaid Corporation, or the 
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major part of the Members then een mall and may execute leaſe} dor 
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Tus munificence of Majeſty in giving 2000l. in the firſt inſtance, and 10001. 
mare. towards eſtabliſhing a Preacher, was ſufficient to increaſe the general | 
Joy and alacrity which pervaded the. breaſts of the opulent and humane, and to 


S YA v4 %Y 


ſhed, as it were, a ray of Glory over this Infant-Charity. 


ExRTRED by private ſubſcriptions, the next conſideration was, where to find 
an airy, open, and healthy ſituation; beſt adapted to raiſe an hardy race of 
children, fit for the moſt laborious employments, and the humble walks in 
life. An eſtate belonging to the Earl of Saliſbury, at the extremity of the 
metropolis northward, and near to Red Lion Street, was deemed to be the 
moſt eligible z and the truſty veteran, Coram, was commiſſioned to treat with 
the Counſel and Solicitor of the noble Proprietor. It was in vain to aſſure 
him that the Earl of Saliſbury was not inclined to ſell his eſtate. Repeatedly. 
driven back, he returned to the fiege more formidably, continued to importune 
them inceſſantly; and his Lordſhip, by their advice, having acceded to the ſale 
of Aa ſingle field of fix or ſeven acres to build the Hoſpital and offices upon ; 
the reply was, T hat a Foundling Hoſpital muſt not be liable to be ſurrounded” 
with buildings; and that, without an extent of ground, buildings might be 
extended, to the great prejudice of the Charity, to make the Hofpital too 
confined, and unfit for the habitation of ſeveral hundred children, deſtined for 
the moſt laborious employments. Theſe facts can be ſubſtantiated, and moſt 
clearly proved at this day, by a very reſpectable living witneſs. The noble 
Earl, and thoſe with whom he adviſed, allowed that theſe obſervations, 

wherever 


THY : 
wherever they originated, were founded in good-ſenſe—and if Zapirtiner 3 is 
the beſt teacher, the teſt of time, through a period of almoſt fifty years, bears. 
ample and honourable teſtimony, that the choice of the ſituation was n of. 
the great Dr. Map. 


: Tur Author of this Appeal is anxious to caſt a veil over the ſhort, yet 

ſhocking period of time, when the experiment was made, of taking into the 

Hoſpital all ſuch children, within a certain age, as ſhould be tendered for 

admiſſion. In a few years it was diſcovered that this torrent of humanity broke 

down the barriers of virtue and morality, introduced licentiouſneſs among the 

lower orders of ſociety, and weakened the force of the firſt paſſion. of nature, the 
attachment of a parent to her offspring. There was no joy that a child was 

born into the world—impatience was. kindled at the ſight of the unwelcome 

viſitor: and while there were at hand immediate hopes of throwing upon others 

the burthen of rearing him, parental affection became languid, the neglected 

infant was preſented at the gares of the Hoſpital, though not full of ſores, yet 

lingering between life and death, and thus incredible numbers of infants were 

deſtined to an early grave. It is a lamentable conſideration to look back, and : 

find that, out of 14,934 children, received from the 1ſt of June 17 56 to Lady- 

day 1760, more than 1 1,000. died in the ſeveral Hoſpitals belonging to this 

Charity, and in different parts of the country where they were nurſed, before 


me age of diſmiſſion limited by the Charter. 


IMMENSE were the fums granted by Parliament, with a moſt liberal hand, 
between the years 1756 and 1771; when, in conſequence of the fatal effects of 


| indiſcriminate 
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indiſcriminate admiffion, all public fu pport was withdrawn—Yet the Legiſla- 
ture, like a kind indulgent parent, rock leave bf the Foundling Orphans with 
a bountiful portion of 30,0001. the better to enable the Governors to main- 
tain and educate ſuch children as remained under their care, and to continue 


to carry into execution the good purpoſes for which they were incorporated. 


Wrar theſe good purpoſes were, it is not neceſſary to enumerate, The de- 
claration and petition of the twenty-one dignified Ladies on the one hand, 
and the preſervation of the Hoſpital in an open and healthy fituation on 
the other, invariably through a long period of time, will prove, as clearly as 
any propoſition in Euclid proves itſelf, that the good purpoſes for which they 
were incorporated, were to preſerve the lives of the children committed to their 
care, and to ſtrengthen and enrich the ſtate, ſo far as might be, by an h ardy, 
healthy, and uſeful race of children ere, in fine, to make the purpoſes of 
humanity, exerciſed in favour of the moſt innocent individuals, ſubſervient to 
the good of the public. | 


In the year 1771, the Governors came to a reſolution, founded on wiſdom, 
to admit only, by monthly ballot, ſuch a number of children into the Hoſpital 
to the maintainance whereof their finances were adequate. In conſequence 
whereof, many healthy and hardy children have been apprenticed, and others 
returned to their parents, after adducing proof of their ability to maintain 
them. And thus the humane reader has the ſatisfaction of finding that, ſince 
the year 1771, the good purpoſes of this Charity have been in a great degree 
anſwered. | | n 


SOME 


Cor F 

r ha errors will creep. into his beſt-regulated linde, as rank and poiſon- 

dus weeds will, without due care and cultivation, ſpring up in the richeſt ſoils. 
To illuſtrate this, by recalling the reader's attention a little to the reſolution of 
the Governors in 1771, to make the admiſſion of children by ballot commen- 
ſurate to the finances of the Charity. This golden rule was the guide of 
their conduct only a few years. In December 1771, the number of children be- 
longing to the Hoſpital were 498. In December 177 5, they were reduced to 
377 numbers to which the certain revenues were fully adequate. But by gra- 
dual increaſe of children, (many of whom had, at the leaſt, ſettlements in the 
moſt opulent pariſhes in the metropolis, and conſequently were improper ob⸗ 
jects of the inſtitution) in December 1781, the numbers were exactly 200 more 
than they were ſix years preceding. Hence, with unfeigned concern, the au- 
thor finds, from the annual printed accounts of receipts and payments, that be- 
tween the years 17785 and 1784 both incluſive, the payments or expenditure 
of the Hoſpital exceeded the receipts; and that 1 in thoſe ſeven years the ſale of 


10,0001, ſtock, like a canker-worm, corroded the vitals of the Hoſpital 1 re- 
venues. | 


THE alarming apprehenſion of annihilating an inſtitution, which under Se 8 
regulations, and the bleſſing of Providence, may, and it is ſincerely hoped will, | 
flouriſh to remote ages, prompted, I beg leave to correct myſelf, irreſiſtibly 
impelled, ſome of the Governors“ to commence, to proſecute, and to perſevere, 


during three ſucceſſive years, in the arduous buſineſs of a ſubſtantial reform, 


ar 


I have had the honour of receiving the ſentiments of one of thoſe Governors and F ellow Labourers 


in the work of ſubſtantial reform; which, as it contains much uſeful information, I will beg leave to ſub- 
join by way of Appendix. Vide Ne 6. 


"> D | | % 
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in order that they might by Now, yet ſure degrees, and due attention to ceco- 
nomy, prove themſelves faithful ſtewards of the finances of the : Hoſpital, and 
make them . with the annual expenditure. | 1 


To evince that their labours were not in vain, that by promoting uſeful in- 
duſtry among the boys, teaching them to weed and work with moderation in 
the garden, and thereby lop off the weekly expence of under-gardeners and la- 
bourers; by conſolidating two or more offices into one, on the death, or re- 
moval of an officer, or ſervant of the Hoſpital; by the annual admiſſion of a 
les of children; by reducing the number of tables kept for the do- 
meſtics, from four or five to two, and by other ſalutary alterations, it was prac- 
ticable to proportion the yearly expenditure to the revenues of the Hoſpital ; 
every Governor of this benevolent Inſtitution is earneſtly requeſted to reviſe 
che printed annual account on a ſingle ſheet of paper to the 31ſt of December 
17857. He will there have che pleaſure of finding, that not a ſingle hundred 
pounds of the 3 per cent. annuities, or of any other ſtock, was ſold out; and 


that the fam of 4751. 145. received from Shrewſbury (part of a much larger 
ſum yet unreceived on account of the ſale of the Foundling Hoſpital there) is 


the only adventitions, or additional article, in the account for the year 1785. 


4 vou ſeems to require ſome excuſe, or argument in favour of 1 antece- 
dent ſale of ſtock. Times of national difficulties, and private diſtreſs, are not 
propitious to public charities. The refreſhing fireams of teſtamentary dona- 
were, in the years to which I have alluded, i in a very great degree dried up. 


* Vide Appendix, Ne a, 
A few 


ny.) 


A few years n before the natural effects of ſuch alteration, on a the perma- 2 
nent funds of the Charity, were nfibly felt. | They were no ſooner felt, chan, F 


by vigorous efforts, greater ceconomy was reſtored, and improved. It is con- 
feſſed that more may yet be accompliſhed by further uſeful reforms, which will 
| be conſidered in their proper place; and it is not only lattering. gut reaſonable, 
to hope that, with the determination of national difficulties, with the reflux of 
private wealth, the tide of private bounty will again flow, and reftelh the re- 
venues of this uſeful Charity as copiouſly and beneficially as at * any antecedent 
period. Hh | | 


Tur N of ruin was in a great . owing to the . Thad "Y 
moſt ſaid, Baneful policy, of admitting two hundred children more than the cer- 
tain income of the Inſtitution was adequate to maintain; but a better policy 
being now adopted, the proſpect natural brightens, and will, if 1 miſtake not, 
_ diffuſe a ray of comfort over the further wg. into eee ſtate of the 

1 99's Hoſpital, | | 


W have already bad the farixfaBtion of finding, that in the year 178 5, by: the 
aid of a ſum of 47 l. received on acceunt of the fale of the Shrewſbury 
eſtate, the receipts were adequate to the expenditure. 


To proceed to the year 1786: | 3 
The general expences of the Hoſpital in | London for the 1 maintenance, &e. | 

of the children, were - FE WM L. 36 8 
Maintenance of children at nurſe, f in the ſame year Une wana 2491 6 8. 
Cloathing for all the children - = = 7 807 19 8 
end e Total . 6936 10 4 


Taz | 


p * . 
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Tux receipts f for that year, conſiſting of eight items“ in the annual printed 


TER 


"ſtare of receipts and Payments, A 4.6514 14 


— W 


\ * 
1 Y 4 


AxornrR item ol woney received this year is A bum 'of 1080l. from the 


Corporation of Shrewſbury, their ſecond payment on account of the purchaſe. 


money | for the hoſpital and land there, which being about bool. more than the 


fur received from chat corporation in the year 178 55 the Governors of the 
Foundling Hoſpital i in London have thereby, and by perſevering | in uſeful re- 
form, been enabled to purchaſe, i in the year 1786, 500). ſtock, inſtead of ſell- 


ing out 3 or 4000l. which in ſome former years they have been accuſtora- 


* 2 * i © * * o * * * * 1 |; © 
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It any one of thoſe vine articles in the above account of receipts is worthy of 


being deemed precarious, adventitious, or contingent, it is the amount of the 


legacies; and it is alſo worthy of obſervation that, ſince. the year 177 t, when the 
Parliamentary aids were diſcontinued, the legacies, communibus annis, down 
to the Preſen time, amount to 1, 600 a year I and upwards. Thus an average 
of fifteen years manifeſts, with forte degite of certainty, how much may fairly : 
be taken into the account of r receipts of Iegacies. For a moment, and for the 
ſake of argument, let us ſuppoſe, that the fair and eſtabliſhed - ae of the 
Hoſpital are not altogether adequate to the ſopport of the preſent 60g children 
E ee and without the Hoſpital. Let us farther ſuppoſe, that the average 


- 5:4 101 ng 
maintenance agd loathing of each child is to de eſtimated at ten pounds a 


© 14 £ S 


year—Permit me to aſk, Why do you keep, in addition to the above . 


* Appendix, No.. } Appendix, No 3 
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ſixty 


6 
finty pariſh children; for whom you receive only ſeven Pounds year um; 
age of ſix years, and afterwards about nine pounds a year? The Act of 
Parliament of the 7th of his preſent Majeſty, Ch. 39, authoriſes churchwardens 
and overſeers to agree with the Governors and Guardians upon. ſuch: terms as 


ſhall be adequate to the ſupport and maintenance of each child. The preſent, 
terms being confeſſedly inadequate, it is obvious that, 1 in this angle! item, a | 
conſiderable faving will inſtantly accrue, upon the return and reſtitution of thoſe : 
children to the reſpective pariſhes to which they belong—a - reduction of your 
numerous ſervants will naturally follow. 1 8. farther ſaying deſirable and. 
neceſſary? Go to Ackworth in Yorkſhire, or be pleaſed to conſult. more 
convenientiy in the Appendix, their annual printed accountꝰ, and from thence 


learn, that twenty-five induſtrious and real ſervants are ſulficient. for mY 
good government of 300 children, for the eſtabliſhment of cleanlineky, the 
promotion of health, and ſtrength to a degree highly meritorious, and worthy 
of emulation. The Foundling Hoſpital contains about 300 children. The 
Author of this Appeal forbears to mention the encreaſed number of domeſtics, 
who receive wages, who are boarded, and ſome of them cloathed, at the expence _ 
of the Hoſpital. He will however rejoice, if from this hint equal attention to 
air, moderate exerciſe, and cleanlineſs, f ſhould diffuſe itſelf through all the 
wards of the Hoſpital, and thereby not only promote greater health in the 
children, but alſo make the moſt favourable impreſſion on thoſe who, * 

motives of curioſity or otherwiſe, examine the different wings and apartments.as | 


viſitors; and who, from the pleaſure they would receive, will moſt likely become 


benefactors. 


fb. Vide Appendix, Ne 8 
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k addition to theſe teſources, the ages of many of the children; fo in the 
Hoſpital; are ſack as cannot fail conſiderably to reditce the numbers very ſoon, 
d as to confine the expenditure within the regular revenues of the charity. To 
place out the children apprentices to induſtrious and diſcreet maſters ind 
- miftreffes, fo ſoon. as they are fit for uſeful ſervice, prevents their becoming 
headſtrong, and acquiring habits of indolence, not eafy to be afterwards. 
conquered. Upon the reduction of thoſe numbers, by putting out apprentices, 
by deaths, and by diſmiſſton, at the age appointed by the Charter, and ſo foon 
= the fair and reſpectable reſources of the Hoſpital will permit, additional 
numbers may, and unqueſtionably will, be received. Of the 295 within the 
f walls of the Hofpital, at the end of the year 1786, 78 are between nine and 
thirteen years of age, moſt of whom are now proper to be put out apprentices, 
which is in fact a removal from all farther expence to the Charity, and will 
amin the expences OR n a year, or OO. 


Unvzx theſe "circumſtances, and in this favourable frvation, permit me 
feriouſly x to aſk the EY plain queſtion : : 


"Waxes ariſes any ill- foundett rm br report, that the F ovadling 
Kopp is in 2 a diflveſſed firuation ? * | 


Tuts tale may be plauſibly told by fore, but it can only be told by thoſe 
who began to labour in the vineyard ar the eleventh hour; by thoſe who have 
barely a ſuperficial knowledge of the true ſtate of the revenues, and the average 
annual income of the Hoſpital, To tefute all unwarrantable aſſertions. of this 

kind, 


1 $5, eee 
inde the very reſpectable and large body of Governors of this Charity are 
requeſted ſerioufly to attend to the following ſhort enumeration of particulars, 


which is verified by the printed documents, anntally delivered to each 
Governor. Thoſe, —_ will * allowed to carry ei and authenticity 
in their train. 


angle Heng of reveipts/ on ſevuphties rents, 1 M L. % 0 
The benefactions i in that year were L Toe S 738 17 85 
Wee of the "Py vas. ee = doit 659 42 


Fun theſe three articles alone aroſe laſt year about 4, 00 l. The conſiderable 
atdition of legacies, communibus annis, ſince the year 77) 1, amounting to 
$6741, 105. has been taken notice of in it's proper place and in fatt 
revenues of the Hoſpital have been mcreafed, in the year 1786, by the purchaſe 
of gol. ſtock in the funds. Here I eannot with-hold this pleaſing information, 
that the quantity of ſtock in the public fonds, which by gradval fales was 
reduced to 58,6008. in the year 1734, is in the Spring 17 8 incre ed to it's 
priſtine reſpectable ſum of 70,0008. and upwards, by the money arifing from 
_ the file of Ackworth Hoſpital and Lands, to the Society of — The 
fale of the Shrewſbury Eſtate is another increaſing and ertain fun abe 
5, ol. of which 4,g00l. . is be received, by erguler inſtal nts. 
the years "ore 8, and * 95 


* Vide Appttdix, NF. 4 
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[ 15 5 
Annen; annual payments will, in all probability, chable, the: Governor to 
purchaſe ſtock 1 in theſe years, as they have actually done in the year 17 867 and 
the number of children, in a leſs ſpace of time, will, on account of their ages, 
be ſo reduced, as to make the expenditure, at all events, not more than 


T, : b 5 7 9 b 
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proportionate to the fair and certain revenues o the Charity. ivy 112d 


5 CURIOUS PS ; nqgurally ariſes from this conciſe, yet, I flatter myſelf, 
dear, aceount of one of the great permanent ſources of the F oundling 
Hoſpital. If we are poor with upwards of Jo, ol. in the funds, permit me 
to aſk, when were we rich ? That all poverty is comparative, is an obſervation 
of high authority, which was made about a century ago by a Lord Chancellor, 
who, upon & bequeſt of: a large perſonal eſtate to the teſtator's poor relations, : 
permitted, a Counteſs to participate of che diſtribution, on the Gr ground of her, 
Lad lyfhip being a relation of the teſtator, and comparatively poor. 7 5 0 be 
ſerious, and to give a direct anſwer to ſuch of- the Governors who are pleaſed to 
propagate the rumour, that neceſſity and the impoveriſhed ſtate of the Hoſpical, 
are the parents of a general plan of building; I do ayer, that we- are not 
comparatively poor, and beg leave to introduce this plain, and. vnadorned 
proof. In the year 1770, the aggregate amount of ſtack in the funds was 
3757091. By the munificence of Parliament, it was increaſed, in the year 1551, to 
ſeventy-three thouſand pounds, and in no one year ſubſequent, thereto has the ſame 
exceeded 5. In 1776, the total was 30, oool. and in 1786, the printed. 
annual account for that year will prove that it exceeds the ſum of 79,000l;; 
Other leſs ſources of revenue, ariſing from the income of the Chapel, have ſince 
the year 1780 encreaſed, are yet encreaſing, and will not, I hope, in the courſe 
of many years, be diminiſhed. The progreſſive improvement is pleaſing; and, 


to 
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06 mcd minus detail; the) profits of the zhopel, which in 1796 amounted to 


6zgl. 2 _ in W ſum. 


475 MJ 7 CZ 
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Tam adidas meer the preſent tate of the 1 Found ing Hoſpital fly; and 
ban flattering the accounts for the years 1985 and 1786 may be, I wilt 
readily. admit, that few children can with propriety be admitted into the yy 
tal until the preſent number bf 603 is reduced—The true average numbe 


been, and ought to be, 400 children, In a few months, I have ſhe wm chat the 


numbers by apprenticeſnips and otherwiſe, may, and-indiſputably ought to be, 
conſiderably reduced. At preſent we take in only few children; yet the wiſdom 
of other great and flouriſhing inſtitutions has mm—_— them at different times 
to ſhut their gates, and receive none, at ſtated: perio The firſt and moſt 
flouriſhing ſeminary in this country for the education of Chi dren is one of the 
Royal Hoſpitals; and in the years 1695 to 1699 incluſive; i in 1710, 1712, 1713, 
171 n 1720, no children were received into — —— Nias ear 


Add e e „6 are- PEN the Foundling 


| Hoſpital in London. Let us profit by the leſs extended bounds, . we 
now find ourſelves circumſcribed. Let us recur, early as may be, to the wiſe 
reſolution of the Governors and Guardians in 1771, which is illuſtrated by the 


precepts, and confirmed by the practice, of the Governors of Chrift's Hoſpital, 


in the excellent charge given to their Almoners To examine particularly as 
to the number of children, and uſe your endeavours that oxly ſo many may be 
admitted as can be comfortably. ſupported by the certain revenues of the- 
, Hyſpital. And as the preſervation of the lives of Orphans was the fir prin- 
ciple, the firm foundation of the Founding Charity; permit x me in the next * 
to aſk this ſerious 2 


F | | | Wm 


0 20 

Q Wir che ſcientific body, vhereof the college of Phyſicians is compoſed; ſo 
totally diſregard the opinion of the great Dr. Mead, and their own' NEHA 
nions, as to adviſe that the Hoſpital Lands may, with perfect ſafety to the 

health and ſtrength of a family conſiſting of three or four hundred perſons, be ſur- | 
rounded-with buildings? If the College of Phyſicians; on a reference to them, 
(and ſurely a more important reference cannot be made, previous to the execu- 
tion of a general plan of building on the Hoſpital Lands) will condeſcend to 
conſider the account of deaths in two large and flouriſhing ſchools; to which I 
vill beg leave to refer; if this very reſpectable body can remove the fears, and 
zrchenſions of many well-diſpoſed Governors of this Charity, they will be ſa- 
tisfied that they have done theit duty, and be open to conviction. But until 
ſome high and equally teſpectable authority ſhall be adduced to ſanctify the 
| props innovation, that great Preceptreſs ExpkrRIENCE will continue to 
ſpread her influence, to raiſe a ſerious and well- timed oppoſition to the fa- 


vourite wiſhes of a few, who are eager to cſtabliſh a general plan of building on 
the Hoſpital Lands; a plan directly contrary to the terms on which thoſe 
ands were, after ſeven years importunate ſolicitation,” obtained from a noble 
family; a plan deſtructive to the health of many Foundlings, and fraught with” | 
Diſeaſe, and even Death, to not a few of the helpleſs Orphans of this Charity.” 
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Ir it is poſſible to ſuppoſe that the long ſolicitation; wich can clearly be 
proved to have been made; the ſtrong arguments which were uſed for obtain-' 
ing fifty acres of land inſtead of five, from a noble family, will be totally dic. 
regarded by the preſent Governors of this Charity Let them reflect on the 
natural conſequences which will blight in the tender bud all future charitable ' 

inſtitutions. - Let thoſe who have read the publications of N benevolent Mr. 


Howand, 


1 + £ * 
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| „ 

Howanb, pauſe for a moment, and conſider the nature of his | tings" in ſug⸗ 
geſting the following queſtion—* What will be the reſult of any future appli- 
© cation of Governors, Guardians, or Truſtees, to become the purchaſers of | 
land, not only to build an Houſe of Induſtr ,an Aſylum, or Hoſpital, upon, ut 
© alſo to acquire an extent of ground to preſerve the ſame free, open, and 
© healthy?” Permit me to add-- Can any one be ſo fenguine, as to hope t chat a 
land- owner will be deceived a ſecond time, and not take warning from the' falk, 

and the appropriation of the Foundling Hoſpital Eſtate? Büt White we ebf. 
template the fate of future pen itentiary houſes, or charitable inſtituti 768 5 2? 
preſent Governors and Guardians will not, I ſeriouſly hope, „ loſe ſight"of che 


probable conſequences of confining three hundred woe _ 1 v5 
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To appeal to facts, on this moſt eſſential part of the preſent enquiry. A few” 
_ years ago, the Governors of the Foundling Hoſpital i in London, having no f- * 
ther occaſion for the Hoſpital at Ackworry i in Yorkfhire, which was buile i in 
an open and healthy ſituation, entered into an agreement with the Society of 
Quakers for the ſale thereof, and of eighty acres of land contiguous thereto, 
to enable them to found a ſeminary or ſchool for 300, or more, of their children, a 


who are admitted at the age of ſeven, eight, and nine years}, The FRE « 
admiſſion of theſe children is the neareſt ol any, within my nts to the 


* 


* J ROT of MORRIS wherever 2 Foundling Hoſpital EO FR 2 ann.. 0 
of moo was purchaſed to keep the ſame open, airy, and Comp mp enter; 1 N 80 en 3 | 
bury, 25- freehold, and about 20 leaſchold, for 99 1 © 5 ; 


+ Vide Appendix, N* &, 
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| | age of adrniſſon into Chriſt's FN which is generally TR ſeven® to nine 
| years of age, and the age of diſmiſſion in both is fourteen. Now, it is md. © *] 
= mitted to the canſideration of every Governor, whether it is not meeting the 
5 gfeat pc oint in iſſue fairly and candidly, to examine the annual returns of each 
ſchool for ſeven years paſt, and to prove from thence, to which ſituation the 
| preference is decidedly to be given to A. free, open, . and unconfined air; or to . 
one more confined, though by no means totally ſurrounded with building; og 
fince, in addition to an open ſquare belonging to St. Bartholomew s, (the adja- 


cent Hoſpital), another open and extenſive ſituation, Smithfield, contributes to 
the ſalubrity of Chriſt $ Hoes. | 


| — the years 1780 to e both incluſive, the, numbers of children 
educated, boarded, and cloathed, at Ackworth ſchool, were, upon an average, 
about, 308, nearly two thirds of which were boys, and the remaining one third 
girls, Of theſe numbers, 1 in the courſe of ſeven years, eleven have died. In 
Chriſt's Hoſpital, the number of boys educated, boarded, and cloathed, hire 5 
ing the ſame number af years, amounted to 990, upon an average of each year, 
which 1 is rather more than three times the number in Ackworth ſchool. To 
| proceed—IF a confined ſituation is-equally healthy as. any other, the number of 
Children, who have died in Chriſt's Hoſpital during, thoſe years, may be preſumed. 
to bethirty-four, or thereabouts. But the plain and incontrovertible fact is, that 
fixty-four have died within the above-mentioned period, which is very nearly 
two ne. If therefore it has been the wiſdom of albformer Governors of 
| 3 chis great Charity, not only invariably to purchaſe from forty to fourſcore acres 


® Children, it is true, are admitted into Chriſt's Hoſpital at the age of wth; yet many or them are 
fent; for one or two years, to the initiating ſchool at Hertford, | 


of 
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to every Poundling Hafpteal i 1 this Co! r t 


that ſimilar cauſes will produce ſimilar effects Feli 2 quem fatiunt abe of ca 


cula cautum! Frömm theſe premiſes, every Governor and Guardian 


Foundling Hoſpital i is deſired to draw his own conclitont—Phitis the f pre- 


fent airy, and unconfined an is likely to be more cortices to the preſer- 


vation of the Foundling Children, than any intended general plan of build- 
ing on the Lands of the Hoſpital? i is now the queſti 6n—The anſwer t to which 


bei it remembered, is entirely! in the brealls of iis Governors, at thelr party 1 - 


5 courts, and at no other time. Theſe courts are invariably held on the 


Wedneſday after Midſa mmer-day, et fc de ceteris. Every conſcientious and 


humane Governor, who has any doubt, will, 1 a am fully perſuaded, concur with 
me in defiring the College of Phyſicians to ſolve the doubt, and to aſſign the 


probable cauſe of the alarming diſparity between the deaths of children of deu 


ages in one ſchool and in the other, 


r WILL in a the next « place beg permiſſion briefly + to conſider the pecuniary ad- 
| vantages held out as a Jure to the adoption of ſuch a fatal refolution. A 
great increaſe of revenue to the Hoſpital from ground- rents has probably been 
held out as the neceſſary conſequence of buildings. Let not the Governors 


of the Foundling Hoſpital be too calily captivated _ appearances, Front 


5 * Sx 


nulla fides. Within A few Wade — of the Hoſpital, and on the margin: 


of the New Road, 17 ha been well informed that the builder has contraſted . 


for three or t four acres (to be extended to many more acres, if ſub-contractors 
can be found) at a price, which produces to the land- oer the immenſe ſum 
of twenty Hillings per acre annually, more than the farmer or cow-keeper's. 

G 1 price. 


4 


untry, but alſo to pre- 
ppenda; es, for the purpoſes: of promoting bealth and 
Saget ang the children; If it has been the wiſdom of all ages to admit 5 


b 33 l 3 
. * % 2 A 4 — 4 — * * * 1 
: ? 4 4 4 n LIRA : M 
. _ : — 2 — * bay 1 
W = K — — 5 —— — — n * 7 py 
a — ⁵˙ p PRs on —— ws — = $3; . 3 8 I. 
TI SC ROE er p — LU PTE | : — — 


— . . .. go ng 


P % >. 4 
— II, ann > 


PSS A CE 


—— 


PPP 


. 640 
price. A kking inftance | is this, among many which wicht call be pro- . 
duced, to prove that the lands in general, in the n * the m have 


already too o great a load impoſes on them, 


1 WILL not ſuppoſe it to be cher probable, or ap chat ** F oundling 
Hoſpital Lands will not be taken to a. better market—yet, let the increaſed. 
rents be what they may, are they neceſſary, at this day, to maintain and edu- 
cate, the children 1 in the Hoſpital, and at nurſe; or to en able the Governors to | 
carry; into execution the good. purpoſes for which they were incorporated? The | 
anſwer is deducible from the facts herein ſtated, That reforms have, i in the years | 
1785, and 1786, been actually made; which will enable the Governors to an- 
ſwer thoſe good purpoſes, without having recourſe to plans of building : that 
other reforms, if neceſſary, are very practicable; and that buildings on the Hoſ- 

pital Lands are not neceſſary in the preſent, or in any probable future ſtate of 
the finances of the Hoſpital ; and of courſe not worthy of riſquing the lok of 
a ſingle child within the walls of the Institution. 


1 HAVE already reſpaſſed, I * too much on the patience of the Governors 
of the F oundling Hoſpital; and therefore will only beg leave to add, thar in the 
progreſs of the preſent Appeal, great attention has been paid to the various cal- 
culations and facts ſubmitted to their conſideration. In addition to the true ſtate 
of the revenues of the Hoſpital, the aſſimilation of children of equal ages,. in the 
great ſchools of Chriſt's Hoſpital and Ackworth, the mutual advantage of cheir 
being, in general, the children of healthy parents, and the weighing. the fates of 
| theſe reſpective children, as as it were, in a balance, will it is ſeriouſly hoped, . 


bring conviction home to the breaſts of the Governors of this uſeful and bene. 
volent Inſtitution. oi 
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Ar P ENDIX. N* I. 


A General State of the Receix and Payments of che Governors and Guar- 
dians of the Hoſpital for the Maintenance and Edi 
deſerted young Children; from the giſt Jecet 


December 178 5. . ; 30 50 9 r Rift r 511 N 4 
| | oy ' l 1 4 & J. Pp 4. | 
Balance as by Account ſettled the - 211 December 1784 - 222 7 2 


Impreſt Money in the Hands of * on the 3rft Decem- 
Ia 
ber 1 78 1 — - — — 15 3 = 1 0 5 


ves * 
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RECEIVED AO SELIG 
Legacies; excluſive of the Value of 8 3 45 od rea ans: Nog. 
1,171 #5 3 4 3 8 
cent. conſolidated Bank Annuities n 1% e 
Benefactions „ „„ Pra el 616 16 
i | | 1 5 | 


Intereſt on Securities, Rents, &c. 


843 15 
Income of the Chapel - - = 5579 11 
Annual Subſcriptions 232 „ 
Rents of the Eſtate at n! Hill SY 71 12 
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81 it will be out of my power to attend the Committees of i Hoſpital, 


on account of che public buſineſs in which 1 am engaged, T take this 
opportunity of giving you my ſentiments on the motion made, and carried at 
the laſt General Court, to authorize the committee to treat wich N perſons will 
ing to take any part of the eſtate of the Hoſpital on building leaſes the utility, | 
or rather neceſſity of which ſcherne, was urged from the preſent dittreſſed ſtate 

of the Hoſpital, Thich, it was faid; was going faſt to ruin. Now, with regard 
to it's preſent diſtreſſed Late, it does not appear to me to be deſperate, becauſe, | 
by the exertions and perſeverance of two or three individuals, namely, the 55 
late Joxas Hanwar, yourſelf, and one or two others, againſt a world of oppo- | 
ſition; ſteps have been taken, which muſt in time reſtore the expenditure of 

. the Hoſpital within it's income, a deviation from which has been the ſole cauſe 


of it's diſtreſs. The eſtate of the Hoſpital i 18 large; it conſiſts. of 70,000l. | 


and upwards i in the funds, of ſome real eſtate, beſides other {rnaller,; articles of 
income, It's revenue may Fairly be taken at about 4000l. per annum, on an 55 
average, arifing from the ſtock, from the profit of the C hapel, from annual 
benefactions, and other ſmall ſources. This is far from a ſtate of bankruptcy. 
It is true that, owing to a bad policy, the expences of the Hoſpital have been, 
for theſe laſt ten or twelve years, greater than it's revenue, the deficiency of 
which has been ſupplied by ſelling out of the funds for that purpoſe, or by ap- 


propriating the principal of legacies left in that interval, or other ſums ariſing 
from the ſale of the ä Eſtate. | 


[ | 8 From 


„ 

n 

From this circumſtance, the capital of the Hoſpital Eſt ate has been diminiſhed, | 
or prevented from encreaſing, (which is the ſame thing) within that period 


a moſt pernicious and baneful policy; and which, if not put a ſtop to, might 
and would have been the utter ruin of that eſtabl iſhment. It is true, that one-third 5 
more children were thereby u maintained in that time, and that there are now more 
children in the ee chan the dance of it can en, but 4 have always 
being Fry to Goa and ae to el ages 3 " Ic cannot Eben that 
the Enfans 7 1 rouvtes at Paris, and the Foundling Hoſpital at Mo oſcow, would 
have arrived at their preſent flouriſhing ſtate, if they had not kept their erpen- 
diture within their income. However, by not taking in any more children till 
the number is reduced, the expences will every year decreaſe; and in two or 
three years the Hoſpital will be reſtored toa flouriſhing ſtate—namely, to: a tate 
when it's expenditure ſhall not exceed it's revenue, and which then may, and | 
probably will, by future legacies and donations, be encreaſed. Bur, after all, 
the proſperity of the Hoſpital does not depend on the largeneſs « of it's revenues, 


but on the proper management of them. 


— 


_ Havixs thus cleared the way, of ſome matters that appeared to me rather 

to perplex than eweidate the buſineſs, I come now to the main queſtion, Whe- 

ther i it is proper or adviſeable to lett the ground round the Hoſpital | on build- 

ing leaſes ? and I ſhall very ſhortly give my reaſons, why I think it 1s neither 

proper, nor adviſeable. And firſt, That by building round the Hoſpital, it will, 

by degrees, bring it into the town, and. thus render it much leſs healthy for the, 
purpoſes for which! it was erected. Since the benevolent labours of the modeſt, 


and diſintereſted Howa Ro, there wants no argument of mine to o point out the 
ill 


(6 0 


ill effects of towns and cities, in all places where great numbers are confined 
under one roof; and the effects muſt be the worſe in proportion to the tender 
age of the objects. They who remember the commencement of this eſtabliſh- 
ment, remember the pains that were taken to meet with a ſpot, not only free 
from che immediate contiguity of buildings, but of ſuch an extent, that no 
buildings could, at any future time, be erected near it. But the propoſers of 
this ſcheme ſay We don t mean to come within ſo many yards of the Hoſ. 
00 pital windows: Perhaps you don't at preſent ; and even if you keep to 
that intention, (which may very well be doubted) it does not follow that other 


an * 


proprietors of land will not ſurround other parts of the eſtate. There ae ending 
already on the Eaſt, and on the North, as well as on the South ; and though the 4 


former is at preſent at ſome diſtance, a very few years would ſoon bring them to a 
nearer alliance ; and the addition of a very few links to the chain, would incloſe | 
theF oundling Hoſpital | in ſmoke, and unwholeſome air. Have not we all obſerved, : 
that building about this metropolis 1 is like wikifre; It catches from field to 
field, and goes on ad infinitum ? Beſides, was not this | property extorted in a 
manner from the noble family to whom it belonged, under the belief and full 
perſuaſion that it was neceſſary the Hoſpital ſhould be erected on a ſpot ſo 
large, as to be free from the poſſibility of being cloſed up by buildings? ? and could 
it be conſidered otherwiſe than as a fraud on that family, to Pony dom to 
part with their property on one pretence, and then convert it to another uſe? 


But, independent. of this circumſtance, no conſideratſon ot of lucre ſhould induce 


fi! ? n 1 4 4: 4 1 


| the Governors to ſacrifice the health and 8472. of the lafagts entruſted to their 


414 4 *. . FRE 4 OW 0 


| care. 


bh Bur 


TS) 


| Bor i it 18 faid, Some gentlemen, who, oppoſe this ſcheme, alt: from. private 
' motives, as they. are owners or occupiers of houſes in Ormond Street and Queeh' 's/ 
| 8 Square. It is impoſſible to ſay that private intereſts, and wiſhes may hot aperate_ 
| BM on the minds of individuals; and there are few public meaſures, or public truſts, 
in which private intereſts, wiſhes, habits, 0 or pre} judices, are not in ſome degree 
concerned: but I never heard it was an argument in favour of. an public mea- 
ſure, againſt which there were objections of a public nature, that it was attended 
with great inconvenience, if not injury, to individuals. On the other hand, 
may there not be private intereſts to ſerve in ſome of thoſe; who are moſt active 
in promoting this plan ? and will not the whole claſs of builders, contractors, 
and projectors, be buſy in procuring ſome benefit, or ſome job, ariſing out of 
ſo extenſive an undertaking not to mention the precarious nature of ſuch 
ſchemes, and the uncertainty attending the final ſucceſs of them. But to this I 
readily accede, that unleſs ſolid, and weighty reaſons can be adduced, no colla- 
teral, or indirect motives ought to operate, either to promote, or to fruſtrate the 
ſccheme in queſtion. Thus, Sir, L have taken the liberty of giving you my 
| ſentiments on this ſubject, as I am ſo little able to give my 46 88 attend- 
ance; and am, with great regard, | 


_ 


Your very faithful, and obedient Servant. 
22d 8 . oh « ; 


T HOMAS HILL, of Lincoln's Inn, in the County of Middleſex, Eſq. 
maketh oath, and daith, That ſeveral years prior to the year 1741, Sir MaTTHEw 


Lams, Baronet, ſince deceaſed, and alſo this deponent, were importuned 


by Mr. THomas Coram, commonly called Captain Coram, to intercede with 


the 


i 


the - Right Homuredle 100 late Earl of Saliſbury, for the fale by TM of Chis : 
Eſtate, conſiſting of about fifty- lx acres of land, ſituated near Lamb's Conduit | 
Street, in the County of Middleſex, for the purpoſe of building an Hoſpital 
thereon, to be called the Foundling Hoſpital—And this deponent ſaith, That 
although he repeatedly told the ſaid Captain CORAM, that the Earl of Saliſbury | 
was not defirous of ſelling his before-mentioned Eſtate, yet the ſale thereof was, 
from time to time, further and ſtrenuouſly urged by Captain Coram, who aſ- 
ſerted and declared, that there was not, in the environs of the metropolis, any 
Eſtate ſo proper for the purpoſe of bringing up an hardy race of children, and 
| ſo little liable to be built upon; and that therefore he would not deſiſt from his 
importunity—And this deponent further faith, That the ſaid late Earl, at the 
interceſſion of the ſaid Sir MaTTHEw Lams, took the earneſt ſolicitation of 
Mr. Coram into conſideration; and not only ſold his Eſtate at a very moderate 
price, but alſo gave five hundred pounds to the Charity—And this deponent 
5 verily believes, that the late Earl of Saliſbury would not have ſold ſo large a 
quantity of land, nor more than a few acres to build tlie Hoſpital upon, if he had 
not been induced to fell the whole, with a view to keep the Hoſpital * and 


airy, at all times thereafter. A > 


Sworn the 4th Day of APRIL 1787, 
before me, at the Public Office, 


| | THO. HILL. 
SYMOND's INN, T. WALKER. | 
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